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699 April 15, 1904 

The northeastern section of the Mexican Republic seems fairly gen- 
erally infected with smallpox, and in the cities of Aguas Calientes and 
Torreon the disease seems to have assumed an epidemic character. One 
new case and one death from this disease were reported in this city 
last week. The new case, in all probability, contracted the infection 
in Torreon. 

[Inclosure.] 

Memorandum for the information of those interested in the fumigation of vesseh sailing direct 
to ports in the United States, its possessions or dependencies, or to ports in the Republic of 
Panama. 

1. Vessels should anchor off La Barra. 

2. Each vessel should be supplied with powdered sulphur in the proportion of 3 
pounds per 1,000 cubic feet of space. In this is included all space, excepting only 
the engine room. 

3. A sufficient number of iron pots should be on hand, each pot being of a size 
readily holding 10 pounds of sulphur, and the number of pots needed should be cal- 
culated on this basis. 

4. To avoid accidental fires, it is advised that a container, the bottom of which is 
to be covered with about 1 inch of water, should be supplied for each pot. 

5. To avoid guessing in portioning out the sulphur, scales will be required and 
should be on hand. 

6. A sufficient supply of alcohol will be needed to facilitate the ignition of the 
sulphur. 

7. A supply of paper and paste will be required for sealing up doors, ventilators, 
or other openings. 

8. Certificates of fumigation will be given only after strict compliance with the 
above. 

9. The vessel must proceed to sea immediately after the fumigation is completed. 
Failure to do so invalidates the certificate of fumigation. 

Report from Veracruz — Circular relative to inspection of vessels. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Lumsden, under 
date of April 2: 

circular. 

United States Consulate, 
U. S. Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Veracruz, Mexico, March 31, 1904. 
To masters, agents, and owners of vessels: 

You are hereby advised that vessels clearing from this port for ports in the United 
States or its possessions or other dependencies and for ports in the Republic of Panama 
will be inspected immediately prior to sailing and before receiving the bill of health. 
Such inspection will be made at any time during the hours of daylight, and, in 
order to obviate delay in the sailing of vessels, it is requested that this office be noti- 
fied between the hours of 9 and 11 a. m. and 2 and 5 p. m. of the expected hour^of 
departure of vessel. 

Respectfully, L. L. Lumsden, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 

Note. — This circular has been posted at the consulate and copies 
have been delivered to the principal steamship officers. 

PANAMA. 

Report from Colon — Inspection of vessels. 

Surgeon Perry reports, March 26, as follows: 

During the week ended March 26, 1904, the following vessels cleared 
for United States ports: British steamship Floridian for New Orleans, 
March 21, with 44 crew and 1 passenger; Norwegian steamship Preston 
for New Orleans, March 22, with 40 crew and 39 passengers ; U . S. collier 



